
“A new age of sail begins” 

Pay wall : Easy breezy : By harnessing windpower, high-tech sails can help cut marine pollution (The 
Economist) 

A new age of sail begins (economist.com) 

 

“Hyper-innovation - unfortunately without Europe” 

Free access : “Interesting” is hardly the right word for the AI news of the past few days. It was simply 
“supercalifragilisticexpialigetic”. And it could well go on like this / Hyper-Innovation – leider ohne Europa : 
„Interessant“ ist kaum das richtige Wort für die KI-Nachrichten der vergangenen Tage. Es war einfach 
„Supercalifragilisticexpialigetisch“. Und es könnte durchaus so weitergehen (FAZ, Editorial) 

Hyper-Innovation – leider ohne Europa (faz.net) 

 

“Today’s AI models are impressive. Teams of them will be formidable” 

Pay wall : Generative AI : Working together will make LLMs more capable and intelligent—for good and ill 
(The Economist) 

Today’s AI models are impressive. Teams of them will be formidable (economist.com) 

 

“Why the brain is the biggest mystery of all” 

Pay wall : These books reveal why the brain is the biggest mystery of all : Eight of the best books on brains and 
consciousness—human, octopus and other (The Economist) 

These books reveal why the brain is the biggest mystery of all (economist.com) 

 

Zurich high school graduate : “I didn't read any of my books. The AI did all that for me” 

Pay wall : A Zurich high school graduate says: “I didn't read any of my books. The AI did all that for me” - 
Meeting with a student who had Goethe's ‘Faust’ explained to him in full by Chat-GPT - and achieved the 
highest grade in his final exam / Ein Zürcher Maturand sagt: «Ich habe keines meiner Bücher gelesen. Das hat 
alles die KI für mich gemacht» - Begegnung mit einem Schüler, der sich Goethes «Faust» komplett von Chat-
GPT erläutern liess – und an der Abschlussprüfung die Bestnote erzielte (NZZ) 

KI in der Schule: mit Chat-GPT für die Matur lernen (nzz.ch) 

 

“Germany opposes Iris2, the "European Starlink" deemed too favorable to France” 

Pay wall : L’Allemagne s’oppose à Iris2, le «Starlink européen» jugé trop favorable à la France : Le ministre 
allemand de l’Économie, Robert Habeck, a pris la plume pour critiquer le futur système de satellites jusqu’à 
demander la suspension de l’appel d’offres. Une manière de faire inédite en Europe (Le Figaro) 

L’Allemagne s’oppose à Iris2, le «Starlink européen» jugé trop favorable à la France (lefigaro.fr) 

 

Tech wars : "America, China and the battle for supremacy" 

Pay wall : The tech wars are about to enter a fiery new phase : America, China and the battle for supremacy 
(The Economist) 



The tech wars are about to enter a fiery new phase (economist.com) 

 

“Tesla faces an identity crisis: carmaker or tech firm?” 

Pay wall : Elon Musk’s fiendish conundrum (The Economist) 

Tesla faces an identity crisis: carmaker or tech firm? (economist.com) 

 

“Don’t be gloomy about Tesla and its EV rivals” 

Pay wall : Back on the road  : Don’t be gloomy about Tesla and its EV rivals - The industry has had a terrible 
few months. But demand is likely to pick up (The Economist) 

Don’t be gloomy about Tesla and its EV rivals (economist.com) 

 

“Destroying is easier than building - the systematic favoring of the destructive” 

Pay wall : The narrowly avoided Linux Super-GAU shows: We need to devote much more resources to 
protecting, controlling and maintaining critical infrastructure. Networking and technological progress are 
making our world ever more vulnerable, because destroying is easier than building  / Zerstören ist einfacher als 
aufbauen – die systematische Bevorteilung des Destruktiven : Der knapp verhinderte Linux-Super-GAU zeigt: 
Wir müssen sehr viel mehr Mittel für Schutz, Kontrolle und Erhaltung kritischer Infrastruktur aufbringen. 
Vernetzung und technischer Fortschritt machen unsere Welt immer vulnerabler, denn Zerstören ist einfacher als 
Aufbauen (NZZ, Guest Essay) 

Neue Technologien und ihre Risiken (nzz.ch) 

 

The Iter fusion reactor is to bring the sun's fire to Earth 

Pay wall : In the south of France, engineers are fighting to finally get the flagship project for controlled nuclear 
fusion on the road to success. But time is running out. A visit to one of the largest construction sites in 
Europe  /Der Fusionsreaktor Iter soll das Sonnenfeuer auf die Erde holen. Aber ihm rennt die Zeit davon - In 
Südfrankreich kämpfen Ingenieure darum, das Vorzeigeprojekt für eine kontrollierte Kernfusion endlich auf die 
Erfolgsspur zu bringen. Zu Besuch auf einer der grössten Baustellen Europas (NZZ) 

Kernfusion: Versuchsreaktor Iter kämpft mit technischen Mängeln (nzz.ch) 

 

Solar power plants to fetch electricity from space 

Pay wall : Des centrales solaires pour aller chercher l’électricité dans l’espace : Les acteurs de l’énergie et du 
spatial sont réunis à Londres pour faire avancer un projet de l’Agence spatiale européenne (Le Figaro) 

Des centrales solaires pour aller chercher l’électricité dans l’espace (lefigaro.fr) 

 

What will humans do if technology solves everything? 

Pay wall : What will humans do if technology solves everything? Welcome to a high-tech utopia (The 
Economist) 

What will humans do if technology solves everything? (economist.com) 

 



Do the humans in Israel’s army have sufficient control over its technology? 

Pay wall : Israel’s use of AI in Gaza is coming under closer scrutiny - Do the humans in Israel’s army have 
sufficient control over its technology? (The Economist) 

Israel’s use of AI in Gaza is coming under closer scrutiny (economist.com) 

 

EV: Elon Musk in trouble 

Pay wall : Baisse des ventes, effondrement des marges, réduction des effectifs... La sortie de route de Tesla, la 
machine à succès d'Elon Musk - Star de Wall Street, le constructeur de véhicules électriques est engagé dans 
une spirale infernale. Son PDG a annoncé lundi qu’il allait supprimer plus de 10 % des effectifs (Le Figaro) 

Baisse des ventes, effondrement des marges, réduction des effectifs... La sortie de route de Tesla, la machine à 
succès d'Elon Musk (lefigaro.fr) 

 

Generative AI is a marvel. Is it also built on theft? 

Pay wall : The imitation game : Generative AI is a marvel. Is it also built on theft? - The wonder-technology 
faces accusations of copyright infringement (The Economist) 

Generative AI is a marvel. Is it also built on theft? (economist.com) 

 

In praise of Peter Higgs 

Pay wall : What’s in a name  : In praise of Peter Higgs - The particle named after him became a selling point. 
For the man, it was a bit of a pain (The Economist, Leader) 

In praise of Peter Higgs (economist.com) 

 

Generative AI has a clean-energy problem 

Pay wall : Generative AI has a clean-energy problem : What happens when the AI revolution meets the energy 
transition (The Economist) 

Generative AI has a clean-energy problem (economist.com) 

 

AI at war 

Pay wall : How Ukraine is using AI to fight Russia - From target hunting to catching sanctions-busters, its war 
is increasingly high-tech (The Economist) 

How Ukraine is using AI to fight Russia (economist.com) 

 

Beware malware 

Pay wall :  Beware malware : A chilling near-miss shows how today’s digital infrastructure is vulnerable - This 
is how to protect the internet from malicious attacks (The Economist, Leader) 

A chilling near-miss shows how today’s digital infrastructure is vulnerable (economist.com) 

 



AI and health 

Pay wall : Artificial intelligence has long been improving diagnoses: But recently the field has exploded (The 
Economist) 

Artificial intelligence has long been improving diagnoses (economist.com) 

Pay wall : Trustbusters v the machine: Regulators are forcing big tech to rethink its AI strategy - Startup 
acquisitions have been replaced by hiring sprees and tight partnerships (The Economist) 

Regulators are forcing big tech to rethink its AI strategy (economist.com) 

Free access : Cancer signs could be spotted years before symptoms, says new research institute - Tests that can 
identify early changes in cells would give doctors more time to offer treatment, say Cambridge researchers (The 
Guardian) 

Cancer signs could be spotted years before symptoms, says new research institute | Cancer research | The 
Guardian 

Pay wall : The AI doctor will see you…eventually - Artificial intelligence holds huge promise in health care. 
But it also faces massive barriers (The Economist, Leader) 

The AI doctor will see you…eventually (economist.com) 

 

OpenAI unveils voice cloning programme 

Free access : OpenAI unveils voice cloning programme - ChatGPT maker unveils technology that can mimic 
human voices - and warns of risks in super election year / OpenAI stellt Programm zum Klonen von Stimmen 
vor -Der ChatGPT-Macher stellt eine Technologie vor, die Stimmen von Menschen imitieren kann – und warnt 
selbst vor den Risiken im Superwahljahr (FAZ) 

Künstliche Intelligenz: OpenAI stellt Programm zum Klonen von Stimmen vor (faz.net) 

 

Music and technology 

Pay wall :AI got rhythm: A new generation of music-making algorithms is here - Their most useful application 
may lie in helping human composers (The Economist) 

A new generation of music-making algorithms is here (economist.com) 

 

Cyberwar in Ukraine 

Pay wall : Stealth bombers: The cyberwar in Ukraine is as crucial as the battle in the trenches. So far no one is 
winning (The Economist) 

The cyberwar in Ukraine is as crucial as the battle in the trenches (economist.com) 

 

Innovation: The EU is lagging behnd the US (o surprise) and... China (a depressing surprise) 

Pay wall :« La comparaison entre les systèmes d’innovation européen et américain n’est guère encourageante 
pour l’Europe: L’économiste belge Reinhilde Veugelers décrit, dans une tribune au « Monde », la dégradation 
des positions européennes dans l’innovation technologique des secteurs du numérique et de la santé, face aux 
Etats-Unis mais aussi à la Chine (Le Monde, Guest Essay)  



« La comparaison entre les systèmes d’innovation européen et américain n’est guère encourageante pour 
l’Europe » (lemonde.fr) 

 

Iran: The Mollahs and high-tech 

Some free articles / week : Techno-Mollahs : Cette nouvelle loi iranienne qui s’appuie sur la technologie pour 
lutter contre les rebelles du voile ; Les caméras de surveillance sont installées partout, notamment dans les rues 
ou dans les espaces fermés comme les centres commerciaux et les logiciels assez performants sont utilisés pour 
repérer et identifier les femmes non-voilées. (Atlantico) 

Cette nouvelle loi iranienne qui s’appuie sur la technologie pour lutter contre les rebelles du voile | Atlantico.fr 

 

Physics: New findings on dark matter 

Pay wall: Physicists are reimagining dark matter: There might be new particles, forces and perhaps even a Dark 
Big Bang (The Economist) 

Physicists are reimagining dark matter (economist.com) 

 

AI could be an extraordinary force for good. So why do our politicians still not have a plan? 

Free access: If our leaders keep ceding power to the nerdy wizards of Silicon Valley, we will have no say over 
the kind of world we want to live in (The Guardian, Opinion) 

AI could be an extraordinary force for good. So why do our politicians still not have a plan? | Gaby Hinsliff | 
The Guardian 

 

Does generative artificial intelligence infringe copyright? 

Pay wall: Several lawsuits, one brought by the New York Times, could soon answer the question (The 
Economist) 

Does generative artificial intelligence infringe copyright? (economist.com) 

 

A frenzy of innovation in obesity drugs is under way 

Pay wall: Novo Nordisk and Eli Lilly are printing money now. But they will not be a stagnant duopoly (The 
Economist) 

A frenzy of innovation in obesity drugs is under way (economist.com) 

 

Nuclear energy: Can new technologies make it more affordable?  

Pay wall: Britain wants to make nuclear power plants cheaper to build. Can new technologies and smarter 
regulation reduce delays and cost overruns? (The Economist) 

Britain wants to make nuclear power plants cheaper to build (economist.com) 

 

Regulating AI models  



Pay wall: Silicon dreamin’: AI models make stuff up. How can hallucinations be controlled? It is hard to do so 
without also limiting models’ power (The Economist) 

AI models make stuff up. How can hallucinations be controlled? (economist.com) 

 

IA and wokeness: Is Google's Gemini chatbot woke?  

Pay wall: Answers that raise questions: Is Google’s Gemini chatbot woke by accident, or by design? The tech 
giant’s new artificial-intelligence model invents black Vikings and Asian popes (The Economist) 

Is Google’s Gemini chatbot woke by accident, or by design? (economist.com) 

Pay wall: Noticeably 'woke' and threatening to the entire business model: Google's AI chatbot responds biased 
and incorrectly / Auffällig «woke» und bedrohlich für das gesamte Geschäftsmodell: Googles KI-Chatbot 
antwortet voreingenommen und falsch (NZZ) 

Der KI-Chatbot von Google antwortet voreingenommen und falsch (nzz.ch) 

 

Neuralink: An implant a computer chip in a human brain 

Free access: Neuralink brain chip: revolution or hype? (Eurotopics)  

Neuralink brain chip: revolution or hype? | eurotopics.net 

 

AI and free speech 

Pay wall: Two ideas of free speech duel at America’s Supreme Court. Does meddling with social-media 
companies violate the First Amendment? (The Economist)  

Two ideas of free speech duel at America’s Supreme Court (economist.com) 

 

After the iPhone 

Pay wall: Apple’s Vision Pro headset ushers in a new era of personal technology. Tech firms are racing to build 
the gadget that supplants the smartphone (The Economist) 

Apple’s Vision Pro headset ushers in a new era of personal technology (economist.com) 

 

Trying to understand the potential dangers of AI 

Free access: OpenAI Unveils A.I. That Instantly Generates Eye-Popping Videos (NYT)  

OpenAI Unveils Sora, an A.I. That Generates Eye-Popping Videos - The New York Times (nytimes.com) 

 

AI might rewrite history 

Pay wall: Unrolled at last: AI could help unearth a trove of lost classical texts. Computers could let 
archaeologists read hundreds of burnt scrolls from a Roman library (The Economist) 

AI could help unearth a trove of lost classical texts (economist.com) 

 

AI and fake news 



Pay wall: Fake-news news: Many AI researchers think fakes will become undetectable. Both detection software 
and watermarks can be defeated (The Economist) 

Many AI researchers think fakes will become undetectable (economist.com) 

 

Is Hyperloop juste a pipe dream? 

Pay wall: HyperloopTT, avec ses promesses de train supersonique en lévitation, quitte Toulouse et file vers 
Venise (Le Monde) 

HyperloopTT, avec ses promesses de train supersonique en lévitation, quitte Toulouse et file vers Venise 
(lemonde.fr) 

 

AI and the growing value of trust 

Pay wall: Pics and it didn’t happen. AI-generated content is raising the value of trust. Who did the posting will 
soon matter more than what was posted (The Economist) 

AI-generated content is raising the value of trust (economist.com) 

 

The technique of cloning in China: Towards mass production? 

Pay wall: Researchers in China create the first healthy, cloned rhesus monkey. Their new technique could make 
the routine cloning of primates easier (The Economist) 

Researchers in China create the first healthy, cloned rhesus monkey (economist.com) 

 

Europe and technology: Silicon lowlands 

Pay wall: Europe at last has an answer to Silicon Valley: ASML, a mighty Dutch tech firm, is at the heart of it 
(The Economist) 

Europe at last has an answer to Silicon Valley (economist.com) 

 


